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Save the Date!

Annual  
Family BBQ

Sunday,  
September 9th

July 2012 Tammuz/Av 5772

Shabbat Evening Services:
Fridays at 8:00 pm (June 22 - August 31)

Shabbat Morning Services:
Saturdays at  8:30 am (June 23 - September 1) 

10:00 am (August 18 and August 25)

Our morning services are intimate and 
“heimish” and, weather permitting, may 
be held outdoors facing our lovely pond 
and trees. We encourage everyone to 
attend. The services are very enjoyable and 
participatory. A number of our congregants 
get an opportunity to chant from the 
Haftarah and Torah or deliver a D’var Torah. 

See the summer Shabbat service schedule with 
list of congregant participants on page 2.

Attn: B’nei Mitzvah Students!
During our summer services, upcoming B’nei and B’not 
Mitzvah and their families have an opportunity to 
participate in and lead parts of the service before  
their special day. Don’t miss this incredible 
opportunity!

mailto:templeoffice@bethrishon.org
www.bethrishon.org
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Summer Shabbat Service Schedule

DATE TiME SERviCE

Friday, July 6   8:00 pm Evening Service   
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky & Jenna Miller 
  Piano: Judy Kessler-Stein 
  Candle lighting: 8:13 pm

Saturday, July 7    * 8:30 am * Shabbat Service - Balak  
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky, Matt Yacavone & Daniel Schwartz 
  Haftarah: Lydia Zakim       
  Torah: Rabbi Olshansky, Matt Yacavone & Daniel Schwartz 
  D’var Torah: Jack Zakim

Friday, July 13   8:00 pm Evening Service   
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky 
  Piano & Soloist: Jane Koch 
  Candle lighting: 8:10 pm

Saturday, July 14    * 8:30 am * Shabbat Service - Pinchas  
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky & Lindsay Wyck  
  Haftarah: Lindsay Wyck         
  Torah: Rabbi Olshansky 
  D’var Torah: Michael Goldberg

Friday, July 20   6:30 pm PJ Library Preschool Shabbat Service 
 8:00 pm Evening Service   
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky & Cantor Mamber 
  Candle lighting: 8:06 pm

Saturday, July 21    * 8:30 am * Shabbat Service - Matot-Masei 
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky & Cantor Mamber   
  Haftarah: Matt Yacavone 
  Torah: Cantor Mamber, Daniel Schwartz  & Susan Yacavone 
  D’var Torah: Jeff Polevoy

Friday, July 27   8:00 pm Evening Service   
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky & Cantor Annelise Ocanto 
  Piano: Judy Kessler-Stein 
  Candle lighting: 8:00 pm

Saturday, July 28    * 8:30 am * Shabbat Service - Devarim-Chazon  
  Led by: Rabbi Olshansky & Cantor Annelise Ocanto  
  Haftarah: Claire Taub        
  Torah: Rabbi Olshansky & Cantor Annelise Ocanto 
  D’var Torah: ira Cohen

Friday, August 3   6:30 pm Home Hospitality Shabbat at the Koval Family Home 
 8:00 pm Evening Service  
  Led by: Rabbi Emert 
  Piano & Soloist: Jane Koch  
  Candle lighting: 7:52 pm

Saturday, August 4    * 8:30 am * Shabbat Service - Va’et’chanan-Nachanu 
  Led by: Rabbi Emert & Daniel Schwartz 
  Haftarah: Jane Koch         
  Torah: Rabbi Emert & Daniel Schwartz 
  D’var Torah: Mark Kantrowitz 
  Piano & Soloist: Jane Koch

Service Schedule
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Excerpt from the Rabbi’s  
Address at the Annual  

Congregational Meeting  
Delivered on June 3, 2012

Change is in the air!

In an historic decision this past week, the Israeli attorney 
general’s office said that Reform and Conservative rabbis 
in some parts of Israel will be recognized as “rabbis of non-
Orthodox communities” and will receive wages equal to 
those of their Orthodox counterparts.

It is a significant first step in the right direction in creating 
parity between Orthodox and liberal streams of Judaism 
in Israel.

In our own country, sociologist Steven Cohen tells us 
that American Jewry continues to undergo change, 
from grandparents who joined synagogues out of civic 
obligation (it was what they just did), to our parents who 
joined for utilitarian reasons (to educate their children and 
provide them with a bar/bat mitzvah), to a new generation 
of millennials, those in their 20’s and 30’s, who may not 
join at all unless synagogues become less “alienating, 
boring, coercive and divisive.”

Our synagogues must reach out to the “uninspired”, says 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the new president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism. “Our synagogues must adapt or risk 
becoming ossified!”

Synagogues today will not lure new members with 
activities or classes, says Dr. Ron Wolfson, author of 
“The Spirituality of Welcoming”, but rather by building 
relationships.  

So many congregants have expressed their appreciation 
that our synagogue is one which takes pride in creating 
bonds and strengthening relationships. Just the other day, 
I received a note from a congregant whose family member 
is quite ill, thanking us for our constant and uninterrupted 
outpouring of love and support, our concern and caring 
and myriad offers of assistance. 

And on that same day, I received a personal note which 
read: “Even though I barely go to services and don’t 

understand a word of Hebrew, you have been a source 
of strength for our family. You are what I believe a Rabbi 
should be….”.

Relationships are key to sustaining memberships.

Synagogues have undergone change in the past two 
decades and the vocabulary of American Jewish life has 
undergone a profound transformation.

In an article published in the June edition of Commentary 
magazine entitled “The Ten Commandments of America’s 
Jews”, Dr. Jack Wertheimer, professor of American Jewish 
History at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New 
York, outlines the NEW do’s and don’ts of contemporary 
American Jewish life.

Allow me to briefly state what he sees as the new ten 
commandments of America’s Jews:

1. Repair the world: Social action defines the essence of 
Judaism for many Jews today.

2. You shall not be judgmental: Telling your fellow Jews 
that they are not Jewish enough is a no-no.

3. Be Pluralistic: Communities must strive to serve as a 
big tent for all kinds of Jews.

4. Personalize your Judaism: Jews appear convinced 
that they alone determine not only how they will be Jews 
but what it means to be a Jew!

5. Meaning, meaning shall you pursue: The quest for 
meaning is quintessential. Jewish survival for its own sake 
is meaningless.

6. You shall create caring communities: No more 
uncaring, cold, unwelcoming institutions. Welcoming is 
now highly valued.

7. You shall encourage the airing of all views: Openness, 
debate, controversy and dissent are part and parcel of 
being a Jew.

Continued on next page...
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8. You shall not be tribal: Jews live in two civilizations. 
Instantaneous loyalty to the Jewish community, Israel, etc. 
is no longer a given.

9. You shall celebrate your Jewishness: The guilt trips of 
the past, anti-Jewish discrimination and other such crisis 
narratives over the future are unnecessary. Today’s Jews 
celebrate the creativity and dynamism of new forms of 
Judaism.

10. You shall hold the Jewish conversation in public: 
No aspect of Judaism, whether flattering or embarrassing, 
should be relegated to the sidelines.

It is my opinion that synagogues need to balance being 
value laden institutions, where there are clear boundaries 
as to what is acceptable and what is not, with the notion 
from secular culture of the “sovereign self.”

The challenge we face as a synagogue is this: How do we 
meet personal needs, while not abandoning the Jewish 
notion of chiyuv, of obligation, of covenant, of being part 
of a sacred community? 

Creating that balance is quite a challenge!  

I would like to express my deep appreciation to some 
of our temple leaders who serve our congregation with 
distinction. I first want to thank Ian Zimmerman, our 
president, who gives tirelessly of his time, and who 
does his very best to meet the many challenges of this 
congregation. It is not an easy task, but Ian does it well! 

I also wish to express my deepest appreciation to the 
entire temple board for its hard work, its diligence and 
its willingness to wrestle with tough issues which can be 
both physically taxing and spiritually invigorating at the 
same time. 

I now want to thank four individuals in particular who 
will not be returning next year to their positions on the 
Administrative committee, Sharon Weiss, vP of Religion, 
Randi Goldberg, vP of Education, Ellen Csaki and Lynn 
Goldman, Co-vPs of Membership.

Thank you for all of the time you have devoted to our 
temple and for doing an exceptionally excellent job during 
the past few years. You have gone above and beyond what 
any Rabbi or president could ever expect from lay leaders 
and this congregation is so fortunate to have benefited 
from your talents and gifts. 

I will miss working and interacting with each of you on 
both a personal and professional level. 

To the entire congregation:

I will be beginning my 18th year as rabbi of Temple Beth 
Rishon this August and it continues to be my privilege and 
honor to serve you as your spiritual leader. I want to thank 
you for all of your love, your patience, and especially for 
your trust in me!

May God bless you and may you have a wonderful and 
restful summer!

Thank you! 

Visit Israel with  
Rabbi Emert and Cantor Mamber

December 19-30, 2012
For more details, visit “Announcements and Events” tab at www.bethrishon.org

Rabbi Dr. Kenneth A. Emert
KAE9999@aol.com

Continued from previous page...

Rabbi’s Message

http://www.bethrishon.org/images/2012-02_Israel_Trip_2012.pdf
mailto:KAE9999%40aol.com?subject=
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From the Cantor’s Desk...

HASHANA SHE’AVRA
(The Year that Passed)

2011-2012 •  5772

This week marks my 25th year with the congregation of 
Temple Beth Rishon.  That is right. I have now been here 
for a full quarter of a century.  June 9, 1987 was my first 
service at Temple Beth Rishon.  

There were many successful programs this year as well as 
some wonderful spiritual and musical religious services.  

Our Hebrew School has been thriving under the 
leadership of Rabbi Sandy Olshansky.  Our Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah program is on track with the help of Judy 
Ackerman, our tutor for the last 32 years.  Our Adult 
Bat Mitzvah includes four women who are looking 
forward to celebrating their B’not Mitzvah on February 
2, 2013.  Kol Rishon, our adult choir, sang at our High 
Holidays services, a number of special Shabbatot, as 
well as additional outside performances including 
winter concerts at the Cedar Crest Adult Community in 
Pompton Lakes, the Daughters of Miriam Nursing Home 
in Clifton, and a Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel Independence 
Day concert at Temple Emanuel in Woodcliff Lake.  Our 
Youth Choir sang at a number of services including 
the outdoor Chanukkah Candle Lighting Ceremony in 
Wyckoff.  The First Day of Passover Men’s Club Shabbat, 
featuring the Men’s Choir, occurred as planned with 
outstanding participation, attendance, and enthusiasm.  
We also featured special musical Shabbatot in honor of 
the State of Israel and our volunteers, and Shabbat Tzavta, 
our folk rock Shabbat, which had a Latin American twist 
to it. Shabbat La Vida Loca was a tremendous hit with 
our congregants.  We also honored our Cantorial Intern, 
Cantor Annelise Ocanto, upon her ordination from the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, at a special celebratory 
Shabbat.  The Templetones, our rock band, performed at 
our annual BBQ in September, as well as our annual rock 
and roll social.  I would like to extend my appreciation to 

everyone who contributed to the great success of these 
programs.  Thank you!

Our congregation’s community involvement has also 
been extensive this year.  I serve on the the Federation 
of North Jersey Board of Trustees,  the Federation Israel 
Committee, as well as the Jewish Family Services Board.  
In addition, Temple Beth Rishon was again represented 
by our Rishon Trio: Gale Bindelglass, Jane Koch, and 
me at the annual Yom HaZikaron, Israel Memorial 
Day Commemoration, the community Interfaith 
Brotherhood-Sisterhood event, a concert dedicating 
the renovation of the Bergen Regional Medical Center 
sanctuary, and at the Esplanade Adult facility.  For the last 
21 years, I have also volunteered at the Bergen Regional 
Medical Center where I have led holiday services and 
programs on the High Holidays, Sukkot, Chanukkah, 
the Pesach Seder, Yom HaAtzmaut, and Lag BaOmer.  I 
continuously also sing with the New Jersey Cantors 
Concert Ensemble at many synagogues and community 
events throughout New Jersey.  This choir is sponsored 
by the New Jersey chapter of the Cantors Assembly, my 
professional organization.  

This was our fifth year with a cantorial intern on our 
professional staff and our second year with Cantor 
Annelise Ocanto.  She regularly spent two Shabbatot per 
month at Beth Rishon, co-leading with me the music for 
Shabbat Evening Services, leading Junior Congregation, 
assisting Rabbi Emert in teaching the prayer classes, co-
leading with me our regular Pre-School pre-Shabbat 
programs on Fridays, and tutoring Bar Mitzvah students 
on Saturdays, and teaching music on Sundays.  She has 
also replaced me on Shabbatot when I was away.  In 
addition, she continued working with the teen choir, 
Zemer Rishon, initially started by Cantor Ben Rosner, our 

Cantor’s Message

Continued on next page...
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former cantorial intern.  Zemer Rishon has performed 
at a number of our festivals and Shabbatot.  It was a real 
pleasure having Annelise with us for the past two years. 
She is very personable, and the students loved her.  
We are happy to announce that a new intern, Jenna 
Daniels, also a JTS student, will be joining us next year.  
Jenna is a soprano with a beautiful voice and a vibrant 
personality.  Since budgetary support for this program 
is very limited, your financial support to the cantorial 
intern program is welcome and encouraged.

I would like to thank Rabbi Emert, Rabbi Olshansky and 
Cantor Annelise Ocanto for all their help and support 
this year, as well as Judy Ackerman for everything.  It 
has been a great year working with them.  Thank you 
also to Kris, Lisa, and Nancy in our office, and to George, 
Victor, and Tony, our maintenance staff, for all their  
help and support.  It has been a pleasure working with 
our President, Ian Zimmerman, Sharon Weiss, Vice 
President of Religion and Nancy Cole, Ritual Committee 

chairperson.  While it has been a challenging year, they 
have managed to navigate us through it with as little 
disruption as possible.  I am looking forward to working 
with Ian and David Klyde, the new Vice President of 
Religion, in the coming year.

Finally, it has been an honor and a pleasure this 
year, as always, to be the chazzan for this wonderful 
congregation.  

Todah Rabbah.

Kayitz Na’im (Enjoy your summer) and let the music 
continue.

Cantor’s Message

Cantor ilan Mamber,
cantor@bethrishon.org

Adult  
Bar/Bat Mitzvah  
Program at TBR

For more information, contact  
Cantor Ilan Mamber:  

cantor@bethrishon.org 
or  201-891-4669.

Saturday, September 8
at Beth Haverim Shir Shalom in Mahwah

8:00 pm:   
Pre-Slichot Program: “God in a Box”. 
Desserts and coffee will be served.

10:00 pm:  
Slichot Service 

with

Rabbis Ken Emert, Joel Mosbacher, and  
Sandy Olshansky

Hazzanim Ilan Mamber, David Perper,  
Faith Steinsnyder, and Jenna Daniels

Kol Rishon and the Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Choirs

Save the Date! 

    Slichot

Continued from previous page...

mailto:cantor%40bethrishon.org?subject=
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From the President’s Desk...

One More Year
When I addressed the congregation at my first installation Shabbat I spoke of dreaming or 
wanting to be many things when I grew up, but never did I dream of becoming a temple 
president. Well, I guess even dreams that you don’t have can come to pass. 

For the third and final time, I am very PROUD, very 
HONORED and very HUMBLED to be the President of 
Temple Beth Rishon. As I said previously I never expected 
to be a temple president EVER, so I certainly never 
expected to serve three consecutive terms at the helm of 
TBR. But here I am ready to journey through another year 
of temple life, another year of engagement with all of  
our members, another year of camaraderie with my 
fellow lay leaders on the administrative committee and 
the board of trustees, another year of working together 
with the clergy and professional staff, another year 
of navigating the temple through weekly Shabbats, 
holidays, events, meetings, school, etc.

Besides my responsibilities here at TBR, I am involved at 
the Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey and am 
also a fellow in the Berrie Fellows Leadership program 
which is a program to help build the next generation 
of leaders for the wider Northern New Jersey Jewish 
community. In my application for that fellowship I was 
asked what I thought was one of the most important 
traits a leader should have. My response was a simple 
one: a good leader needs to understand what he or she 
doesn’t know, and surround themselves with individuals 
who can fill those knowledge gaps. As president of TBR 
I get the title, the nice office at a table in the lobby, the 
primo parking spot and of course the big paycheck, all 
things which I am more than willing to share, especially 
the paycheck. However, the running of the temple is 
not a one man job and I am surrounded by incredibly 
competent individuals who are extremely dedicated, 
who think big and outside the box, who are people of 
action, and who are above all else selfless. They give of 
their time freely and in great quantity, they use their 
professional expertise, as well as expertise gained over 
a lifetime of different experiences, to help make TBR run 
like a well oiled machine. Without the support of these 
individuals my job as president would be impossible.

As happens every year there are some changes on the 
board of trustees and I would like at this time to thank the 

following individuals for their service to our community. 
Randi Goldberg, our outgoing VP of Hebrew School, 
Sharon Weiss, our outgoing VP of Religion who will be 
returning to the board as a trustee, and Ellen Csaki and 
Lynn Goldman, our outgoing VP’s of Membership. These 
are very dedicated volunteers who worked diligently 
on behalf of our temple to make sure we had the best 
programming possible during their tenures. 

I would also like to welcome some new people to the 
fold: we welcome back to the Administrative Committee 
as VP of Membership Joyce Greenberg, we welcome to 
the Administrative Committee Alyson Cohn Landsman  
as VP of Hebrew School and Dr. David Klyde as VP of 
Religion and we also welcome a new member to our 
Board of Trustees, Dr. Abi Grossman.  I look forward to 
working with the entire board to move the business of 
TBR forward. 

TBR is a wonderful community, one that I care about 
deeply and the reason why I accepted a third term. TBR 
is comprised of many different groups of people who 
each want and need different things from the temple. We 
need to provide those differentiated services to them. 
We can only do this through the combined efforts of 
our lay leadership, professional staff and our volunteers. 
I am expecting another wonderful programming year 
and hope that many of you will join us for the various 
religious services, events and activities that will be 
running throughout the coming year.

I look forward to seeing you around the temple!

President’s Message

ian Zimmerman, Temple President
izimmerman@auerpak.com

mailto:izimmerman%40auerpak.com?subject=
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Visit the “Observance” tab at www.bethrishon.org for more information about these programs.

Home 
Hospitality 

ShabbaT  
Friday, August 3

At the Koval Family 
home. Look for more 

information in the  
TBR weekly emails.

The High Holidays Are Right Around The Corner....
Erev Rosh Hashanah ..........Sunday, September 16
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 .......Monday, September 17
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 .......Tuesday, September 18
Erev Yom Kippur ..................Tuesday, September 25
Yom Kippur.............................Wednesday, September 26

College 
Bound 
Dinner 

& Service  

Friday, August 10

7:00 pm: Dinner 
8:00 pm: Service

Special Services

Special Preschool 
Shabbat

Friday, July 20th in the Main Sanctuary 
6:30 pm to 7:00 pm *

Tot Shabbat Service  
in cooperation with the PJ Library

For TBR and local families with preschool age children. 

Rabbi Olshansky and Cantor Mamber will lead an upbeat, spirited 
service that will include a story from one of PJ Library’s Jewish 
children’s books.  Kid-friendly desserts will be served after 
the service.  PJ Library representatives will be on hand to 
encourage families to sign up for their FREE Jewish book-of-the-
month program for preschool children.  (Books are mailed monthly 
at no cost to member families.) 

This is part of PJ Library’s annual Tot 
Shabbat Hopping program, in which 
they will be partnering with a number 
of local synagogues to hold Tot Shabbat 
services throughout the summer.    

* Note:  There will still be a regular 
8:00 pm Shabbat evening service on 
this date.  

High Holidays - Save the Dates!

http://www.bethrishon.org/observance/specialservicesschedule.html
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Long-Term Seating
When the members of Temple Beth 

Rishon built our current sanctuary in 

2002, they began a tradition common to 

many  synagogue communities, making  

available for purchase seats located in 

the sanctuary. The proceeds from the 

sale of these seats go toward the benefit 

of the temple community in areas such as 

educaton programming, and upkeep of 

the building and grounds.

Once purchased, the seats remain 

available for use by the “owners” for 

as long as they are a member in good 

standing of the Temple. These seats are 

reserved for the purchasers during High 

Holiday services only. This includes all 

Rosh Hashanah services, Kol Nidre and 

Yom Kippur services with the exception 

of the afternoon and evening Yom Kippur 

services which offer open seating. The 

seats are open to all congregants during 

the rest of the year. 

Long-term seats are located in the main 

sanctuary and Section E. (Please see the 

seating chart for reference.) Seats may 

become available in different groupings 

and locations of the sanctuary, and may 

change as our membership evolves. 

Availability is on a first come first served 

basis. Seating rates are listed on the back 

cover. 

Single-Year Reserved Seating
Our second seating option is a single-

year reserved seat. Like the permanent 

seats, these seats are located in the 

main sanctuary and Section E.  They  

are reserved during all Rosh Hashanah 

services, Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur 

services with the exception of the 

afternoon and evening Yom Kippur 

services which offer open seating.  

Unlike permanent seats, these seats are  

available for purchase one High Holiday 

season at a time. The seating reservation 

period begins at a designated time in 

the Spring and is offered on a first come 

first served basis. After the High Holiday 

season, purchasers of these seats have 

the right of first refusal to purchase the 

seats permanently. Please see the 

seating chart and reservation rates. 

High Holiday Seating

High Holiday Seating Options
All of our members are invited and welcome to worship in our sanctuary for every 

service and occasion. When we all come together during the high holidays, these 

services become especially meaningful. Our sanctuary generously accommodates  

Temple Beth Rishon’s large and growing congregation, and there is plentiful seating 

for all.  We  offer a general open seating policy for all ticket holders, but also make 

available permanent reserved seating and single-year reserved seating for use 

during the High Holidays to accommodate the needs of all of our congregants. 

8 SEATS

9 SEATS

7 SEATS

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11
12

13
14

15
16

17

18
19

20
21

22
23

24

1
2

1
2

KJIHGFEDC

Rates
Sanctuary
Long-Term  Single Year 
$5000 per seat $360 per seat*

Section E
Long-Term   Single Year
$2000 per seat $180 per seat*
*After the High Holiday season for which the 
seats were purchased, those who reserved 
single-year seats will have the right of first 
refusal to purchase those seats permanently. 
This right will be valid until May 1st of the 
following year. The single-year reservation 
fee will be applied to the final purchase price.

High Holidays

            Please see the seating chart and 
reservation rates.
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Andrew Friedland Preschool News
Ten short months ago I joined 
the Temple Beth Rishon com-
munity.  I was warmly welcomed 
and supported by the clergy,  
the professional staff, the lay 
leadership and the staff and 
families in the Andrew Friedland 

Preschool.  I thank you all for your many kindnesses and 
your help and encouragement.

When I came on board there were 50 children enrolled 
in the preschool. Half of them were registered in  
our pre-K classes and are now going off to Kindergarten 
at the end of the school year.   We had our work cut 
out for us. We needed to re-establish our school as a 
leader in educating the young Jewish children in our 
community.   The bones are good.   The need was to  
rebuild.

And so we began. The teachers and I had regular 
meetings, planning and brainstorming to make the 
year a successful and productive one for each child.   
Thanks to an incredible group of parents, led by PTO 
co-Presidents Stacey Frenkel and Judith Friedland, 
much of our calendar was set.  We had a beginning of 
the year breakfast, a school-wide Chanukah party, a 
Special Man’s breakfast, a Yom Ha Atzmaut sing-a-long 
with a Special Person’s luncheon, and an Art Show to 
exhibit each child’s creative expressions through the 
year. Of course, Shabbat would not be the same at 
TBR without singing with Cantor Mamber or playing 
“Shimon m’daber” with Rabbi Emert. And our Friday 
evening Tot Shabbat services were very special.

It is imperative to bring the youngest families into 
the Synagogue community.   Synagogue involvement 
cannot wait until it is time for Hebrew School. With that 
in mind, I started a Playgroup for parents and their under 
one year old babies who were not quite old enough for 
our Mom & Tot program.   It was a joy to watch these 
babies sit up, coo and crawl,  and begin to interact with 
their environment.  I introduced Passover to each class 
with an interactive seder, complete with songs and 

puppets.  Together with a very experienced staff, each 
class cooked, took dictation, had group projects, solved 
problems and formed a community of caring children .

And so we look to the future… Camp Little Feet, under 
the direction of Hillary Chernick, started on June 25th 
and runs for eight weeks.   The sandbox has been 
enlarged, and there is a wonderful tent for shade.   
There is a new water table, outdoor art activities, and 
new equipment for climbing and playing.

In the fall, we will be offering an Early Room and a 
Late Room for those families who need their children 
to be in school for longer days.  We have After School 
Activities, including Karate, Computers, Soccer, Spanish 
and Math, Cooking and Messy Art.   In January we will 
offer a Mid-Year Twos program for children who turn 
two between October, 2012 and February, 2013.

We had great hopes for a large Kindergarten enrichment 
class.   But what is positive for the greater community, 
often impacts negatively on someone else.   When 
Wyckoff announced that they were going to offer full 
day Kindergarten in the fall, we saw our KE dreams  
begin to fade. Thanks to some very creative brain-
storming, we are now offering a Kindergarten Enrich-
ment Shabbat Club every Friday.  The response has been 
wonderful and as of this writing, we have 10 children 
who will be joining us to celebrate Shabbat, Holidays, 
and to learn and grow and continue their friendships.

It was a good year, and now we look to the future. 

Have a wonderful summer, filled with sunshine and 
discoveries.

B’Shalom,

Debby Landesman, Preschool Principal
preschool@bethrishon.org

Visit the “Youth Education” tab at www.bethrishon.org for more information about these programs 
and to view additional preschool photos.

Preschool News

mailto:preschool%40bethrishon.org?subject=
http://www.bethrishon.org/youtheducation/preschoolnews.html
http://www.bethrishon.org/youtheducation/preschoolnews.html
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Addison M. & Elizabeth Opper Religious School

Looking Back… and Forward
I’ve just completed my first year as your Rabbi/Educator and Director of Life Long Learning, after 
serving three years as your rabbinic intern and as principal of your Religious School for two of 
those years.  In my current position, I serve as hands-on principal of our Religious School and 

High School and supervise our Preschool Director, Debby 
Landesman and our Youth Director, Jana Schwartz.  As 
they have their own newsletter columns, I’m writing only 
about our Religious School and High School programs. 

We have a large Religious School and High School by 
county standards, over 200 students and 16 teachers and 
we expect similar numbers in the coming school year.  

In the past year we upgraded our Kindergarten, first and 
second grade Sunday school programs by recruiting 
new teachers and enhancing the content.  We launched 
a very successful in-house High School program whose 
students attended because they truly wanted to be  
there.  In the latter part of the school year we split our 
Dalet (6th grade) prayer classes to give our students 
more individual attention.  We also motivated many of 
our Dalet students to upgrade the quality of the reports 
on their bar/bat mitzvah Torah portions that they present 
to their fellow students.  The reports were mailed to 
parents.

We do our utmost to serve a diverse student population 
by offering both enrichment and remedial programs.  This 
year we recruited teen tutors to do some of the remedial 
work.  We had advanced classes in Bet (4th grade) and 
Dalet (6th grade).  In the coming school year we plan to 
expand our use of teen tutors and to offer enrichment 
in Bet (4th grade), Gimel (5th grade) and other grades if 
warranted.  We plan to increase our use of 21st century 
technology in the religious school through the use of 
a new Hebrew reading primer that includes a fun and 
engaging online component that can be done at home.

In the coming school year we will make our Hey (7th 
grade) classes part of our Thursday evening High School 
program with the hope of encouraging more students 
to continue their Jewish education beyond bar and bat 
mitzvah.  Students will have a choice of classes, taught 
by engaging, enthusiastic teachers; they will have social 

time and will eat dinner once a month with the rest of the 
High School students and their teachers.  We will include 
a prayer practice component for students preparing for 
bar/bat mitzvah.

In the coming school year we plan to do more community-
building activities, including monthly programs similar 
to Youth Group for Alef through Dalet (3rd through 6th 
grade) within the religious school day.  We also plan to 
involve parents more directly in our religious school 
programs by creating joint parent-child activities for all 
grades that take place several times during the school 
year.  We believe that building social connections among 
our students, who come from many different public 
school districts, will also help to encourage students to 
continue their involvement after bar/bat mitzvah.

I would like to thank our outgoing Vice President of 
Education, Randi Goldberg, for all her hard work and 
good advice during the past two years.  I would also 
like to thank Amanda Zoneraich, outgoing chairperson 
of our Parent Committee.  I look forward to working 
with our new Vice President, Allyson Cohn and with our 
new Parent Board chairperson, Abi Grossman.  I would 
also like to thank Rabbi Emert and Cantor Mamber for 
their continued involvement in and enrichment of our 
educational programs.

Best wishes for a great summer!

Rabbi Sanford (Sandy) Olshansky
Rabbi/Educator, Director of Life Long Learning
hebrew_school@bethrishon.org  
Office: 201-891-4466 x207 
Mobile:  914-400-8839

Religious School News

mailto:hebrew_school%40bethrishon.org?subject=
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TBR Confirmation - May 26, 2012

Religious School News

Confirmation began in the early 1800’s in Germany, when Judaism’s Reform Movement instituted the ceremony of 
confirmation based on the belief that a 16-year-old is more equipped than a 13-year-old to affirm his Jewish identity.

The first confirmation ceremony in the United States took place in 1846.  By the end of the 19th century, the cer-
emony had become widespread in liberal congregations. 

Confirmation studies teach young adult Jews that they are entering “a sacred community” in which they 
can question, challenge, and debate Jewish questions in a comfortable and non-judgmental environment.  
Rabbi Emert teaches the class making each session lively and relevant for teens today.

 

The TBR 2012 Confirmation Class with Cantor Mamber and Rabbi Emert:   
Back row (left to right): Mia Polesovsky, Julianne Goodman, Daniel Klyde and Noah Kasmanoff  

Front row (left to right): Lisa Niederman, Melanie Zenn and Josh Freeman.  

Rabbi Emert’s Confirmation Class - 10th Graders Only: An opportunity for high school students to 
further their education through discussions and engagement with the Rabbi. Each topic is introduced, 
explored, discussed and debated. Topics of discussion include: Teenage Problems - Alcohol Use, Privacy, 
Depression, Teenage Suicide, Competition for Excellence in Grades and Sports; Intermarriage - Should I  
or Shouldn’t I?; Forgiveness/Atonement: Can we ever forgive Germany for the Holocaust?; Good & Evil -  
Why is it so Difficult to be Good?

All this and more is available for your child in the TBR Hebrew High School.  
Visit the “Education” tab at www.bethrishon.org for more information.

http://www.bethrishon.org/education/hebrewhighschool.html


Page 13

July 2012  

Sharing Nachas

Harry and Margie immerman are 
proud to announce the birth of their 
grandson, Jacob ian Epstein, and 
their granddaughter, Jordyn ivy 
Epstein on May 28th.

Mazel tov to Zahava Trosten on her reinstallation 
as Vice President of Jewish Family Service of North 
Jersey.

Allison Levine, the daughter of Stuart and Sondra 
Levine was married to Jared Banks on Saturday 
evening, June 9th in Manchester, 
Vermont.  Hazzan Ilan Mamber officiated.

Sharon Weiss and Bob Glassman were 
married on Sunday, June 10th in Wyckoff, 
NJ.  Rabbi Ken Emert and Hazzan Ilan 
Mamber officiated.

Jeff Zenn and his daughters, Nicole, Melanie and 
Jackie, ran together in the Celebrate Israel Run held 
the morning of the Celebrate Israel Parade on June 3. 
The four mile course in Central Park featured special 
mile markers representing a journey from Eilat to Tel 
Aviv. This was their second time participating in this 
special event.

Around the Temple

Kol Rishon
Adult Choir

Open to High School 
students and adults. Ability 
to read music and Hebrew 
are not required. Contact 
Cantor Mamber at 201-891-4466 or 
cantor@bethrishon.org for more 
information.  All are welcome to join.

Consider making a tribute to a special 
event in your life by inscribing it on  

The Tree of Life 

in TBR’s beautiful lobby. 
call Anne Zenn
201.848.9322

Consider making a tribute to a  
special event in your life by  
inscribing it on 

The Tree of Life
in TBR’s  
beautiful  
lobby.

Call Anne Zenn  
at (201) 848-9322

http://www.facebook.com/pages/ 
Temple-Beth-Rishon/104961512881018

mailto:cantor%40bethrishon.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Temple-Beth-Rishon/104961512881018
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Temple-Beth-Rishon/104961512881018
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Wine and Weed Event
  at Gan Rishon Garden

The Gan Rishon garden was planted in late April with help 
from TBR congregants and Mitzvah Day participants and  
has become a huge success. At the Shavuot luncheon,  
salad dishes were even supplemented with some of the 
garden’s bounty!

Seen below are photos from a recent “Wine and Weed Event” where volunteers gathered 
for a little weeding and socializing. Come join us in the back of the temple building, across 
from the preschool playground to do a little work in the garden, share some of the crops 
and chat about our plans. Watch the Temple email notices for the next date.

For further information, please contact Mark Neiderman at mniederman@earthlink.com.

Around the Temple

mailto:mniederman%40earthlink.com?subject=
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Thank You TBR!

Social Action
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Teach your children the wonderful Mitzvah of Tzedakah with 
this colorful Tzedakah box depicting the 7 Days of Creation. 

  

Celebrate any occasion with this wonderful gift!  

All proceeds from this fundraiser will benefit the Love Fund of 
Wyckoff of which our own Rabbi Emert is a board member! 

The Love Fund was established in 1999 by The Wyckoff Clergy 
Association to help families cope with unusual difficulties by 
easing some of the burdens related to their situation, thereby 

protecting their children and youth from further hardship. 

TZEDAKAH BOX 
FUNDRAISER 

 

$18 EACH 

Pre-Order Yours Today! 

Tzedakah Box Pre-Order Form 
Temple Beth Rishon, 585 Russell Avenue, Wyckoff, NJ  07481 

201-891-4466 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________________  Email:______________________________________________ 
 

Tzedakah Box: Quantity: ___________ X $18 = Total: ____________________ 

Please make checks payable to Temple Beth Rishon. 

Each ceramic box is 3” round and 5” tall. 

Tzedakah Box 
Fundraiser

Teach your children 
the wonderful 
Mitzvah of 
Tzedakah with this 
colorful Tzedakah 
box depicting the 7 
Days of Creation.

Each box costs $18 

Call the Temple office at (201) 891-4466 
for more information or click here to view 
the flyer.

Visit the “Jewish Community News” tab at www.bethrishon.org for more information on these programs.

TEMPLE 
COMMUNiTY 
NETWORK (TCN)

TCN is a professional networking group focused on the job search 
needs of our community. Everyone is welcome! Our July meeting 
will feature Michele Howe Clarke, the bestselling author of Face 

Forward: Meeting Challenges Head on in Times of Trouble. Michele 
is a powerful Change Agent who empowers audiences to make the 

change that creates all the difference in their world!  
This is not just for job searchers only. Come one, come all!!!!! 

Please join us at Barnert Temple  
(Rt. 208 S. in Franklin Lakes) on: 

Monday, July 23rd from 7:00 - 9:00 pm

For more information, contact Bob Roman at broman235@gmail.com.

TCN is a joint project of Temple Beth Rishon, Barnert Temple, Beth 
Haverim Shir Shalom and Temple Beth Or.

PURRfect Cat Sitting 

Stress Free Cat Sitting In Your Home 

Friendly, Reliable, Affordable Care-Less Stress for You Too 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Play Time-Scoop Litter-Feed-Fresh Water 
Take Cat to Vet-Meds 

Take in Mail-Newspaper-Water Plants 
Get Cat Into Carrier 

Insured/Bonded/Licensed New Jersey Business 
 

 

 

Karan B. Jacobson 
Owner  

PURRfectcatsitting@gmail.com  Facebook-PURRfect Cat Sitting 
Phone:  201-677-1391 

Serving Oakland, Franklin Lakes, Wyckoff, Mahwah Wayne, Pompton Lakes and Ramsey 

Community Events

http://www.bethrishon.org/images/2011-12_Tzedakah_Box_Fundraiser.pdf
http://www.bethrishon.org/jewishcommunitynews/jewishcommunityevents.html
mailto:broman235%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:purrfectcatsitting%40gmail.com?subject=
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Addison M. Opper Hebrew  
School Fund

Sydne & Irwin Simon to Judy & Mel 
Opper in honor of the birth of your 
granddaughter.

The following donations were made 
by Joan & Ken Steinhouse:

Judy & Mel Opper in honor of the 
birth of your new grandchild.  

Peter Kolben in memory of your 
beloved mother.

Karola & David Mait in honor of 
your new home.

Marge & Harry Immerman in honor 
of the birth of your grandchildren. 

Andrew Friedland Preschool Fund  

The following donations were made 
in honor of Stacey Frenkel becoming 
TBR Volunteer of the Year:
 Michael Frenkel
 Diane & Marvin Gess

The following donations were made 
by Diane & Marvin Gess:

Karen Sackstein in honor of your 
graduation from the Melton course.

Nancy & Joe Scanlon in honor of 
Jessi’s graduation from high school.            

Marvin Gess in honor of your 80th 
birthday.

Matt Yacavone in honor of being 
named TBR Youth Volunteer of the 
Year.
Nancy & Arthur Kramer to Danny 
Schulman in memory of your 
beloved mother.

The following donations were made 
by Sandy, Jon & Marc Phillips:

Lisa Prawer in honor of Ben’s 
graduation.
The Nolte Family in honor of Lauren 
& Alison’s graduations.
The Reinstein Family in honor of 
Samantha’s graduation. 
Lillian Silver to Ined Moore in 
memory of your beloved husband. 

Cantor Discretionary Fund 

Leslie & Michael Goldberg to Nita 
Goodgal in memory of your beloved 
mother. 

Caring Committee Fund  

Marjorie & Harry Immerman to Phyllis 
Schreier in honor of your big birthday.

Channa Mamber Memorial  
Music Fund

The following donations were made 
to Arthur Mamber in honor of his 98th 
birthday:
 JoAnn Skiena Garey &  
 Stephen Garey 
 Marcia & Irwin Roseman 

Susan and Alan Yacavone to Matt 
Yacavone in honor of being named 
Youth Volunteer of the Year.
The following donations were made 
by the Yacavone Family:

Daniel Schwartz in honor of being 
named Youth Volunteer of the Year.
Cantor Annelise Ocanto in honor 
of your ordination.

Fred Emert Memorial Adult 
Education Fund

Linda Dombrowsky & Ron Rosensweig 
to Nita Goodgal in memory of your 
beloved mother. 

The following donations were made 
by Rona Eagle & Bruce Leeb:

Eva Mallinger in loving memory of 
Mark Mallinger.
Peter Kolben in memory of your 
beloved mother.

Diane & Marvin Gess to Sharon Weiss 
& Bob Glassman in honor of your 
marriage. 

General Fund

Cindy & Richard Miller & Family to 
Ilene & Ray Nolte in honor of Lauren’s 
graduation from college.

Lisa & Louis Milowsky to Judith 
Friedland in memory of your beloved 
Great Aunt Miriam.

Tribute Cards
The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

Continued on next page.

TBR NOW HAS A
SOCiAL ACTiON
TRiBUTE CARD 

FUND! 
Call the Temple office 

at (201) 891-4466  
for details.

TBR Tribute Cards
Grey Card ...................................................... donation of $10.00
Silver Card .................................................... donation of $18.00
Gold Card ..................................................... donation of $36.00 and over
Machzor Chadash ...................................... donation of $36.00 per book

All donations will be published in the newsletter and your donation will be applied to  
the TBR fund of your choice. Available through the Temple office at (201) 891-4466.

Tribute Cards
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The following donations were made 
to Nita Goodgal in memory of her 
beloved mother:
 Leslie & David Klyde 
 The Prawer Family

The Winston Family to Jodi Heimler 
in honor of Rachel’s graduation.

The Winston Family to Richard 
Heimler in honor of Rachel’s 
graduation.  

Machzor Chadash Fund  
(Prayer Books)

Phyllis & Michael Becker & Family 
to Ruth Golding & Family in loving 
memory of Sophie G. Rabinowitz.

The Chubinsky Family & the Berger 
Family to Paul Finkel & Family in 
loving memory of their beloved 
cousin Eileen Finkel.

Nancy & Arthur Kramer to Peter 
Kolben in loving memory of Dolly 
Kolben.

The Kwartler Family in loving 
memory of Marion Kwartler.

Physical Plant Fund

The Schwartz Family to Matt 
Yacavone in honor of being named 
Youth Volunteer of the Year.

Lisa & David Schwartz to Carole 
Schwartz in honor of Mother’s Day.

Daniel Schwartz to Carole Schwartz 
in honor of Mother’s Day.

Steven Schwartz to Carole Schwartz 
in honor of Mother’s Day.

The following donations were made 
to Paul Schwartz in honor of his 
birthday:
 Daniel Schwartz
 Lisa & David Schwartz
 Steven Schwartz

Rabbi Discretionary Fund

Marsha & Carl Klass to Rabbi Emert in 
honor of your selling our chametz.

Karola & David Mait & Family to Peter 
Kolben in memory of your beloved 
mother. 

Ritual Committee Fund

The following donations were made 
by Judy & Bruce Ackerman:

Ruth Golding in memory of your 
beloved mother.
Nita Goodgal in memory of your 
beloved mother.

Judy Ackerman and the B’nei 
Mitzvah Outreach Committee to 
Cathy Wyck in honor of Lindsay 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.

Pam Krim & the B’nei Mitzvah 
Outreach Committee to Stephanie 
Naphtalie & David Edelson in honor 
of Samara becoming a Bat Mitzvah.

The Yacavone Family to Sharon Weiss 
& Bob Glassman in honor of your 
marriage.

Youth Wing Fund

The following donations were made 
to Ali Hoenig in memory of her 
beloved grandfather:
 Judy & Paul Bedrin
 Nancy & Michael Bellovich  
             & Family

Nancy & Arthur Kramer to Ilene Reiss 
in memory of your beloved husband.

Karen & Marc Sackstein to Ilene & 
Ray Nolte in honor of your childrens’ 
graduations.

Anne & Jeffrey Zenn & Family to Nita 
Goodgal in memory of your beloved 
mother. 

Tribute Cards

Planning an event? 
Keep Our Catering Facility in Mind!
If you are planning a special occasion, consider using our spacious and elegant ballroom 
for your next simcha.

When celebrated in the sanctity of the Temple, weddings, b’nei mitzvot, brit, baby namings, 
and other life cycle events take on a more spiritual significance.

We have a marvelous panel of caterers from which to choose. 

Contact Laura Freeman at 201-847-9409 or visit the  “Facilities and Catering” tab at www.bethrishon.org.

Continued from previous page.

http://www.bethrishon.org/facilitiesandcatering.html
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1 Herbert Morrison
 Faith Ganz
 Beatrice Schneider
2 Sylvia  Seidman
 Jack Rosen
 Emily K. Weintraub
3 Murray Mandel
 Benjamin Altshuler
 Gertrude Sandberg
 Blanche Wasserman
4 Sally Melnikoff
 Ruth Kurz
5 Jacob David Covell
 Max Stiskin
 Hortense Cohen
 Gloria Levine
 Harry Silverberg
 Gdaly Fromberg
 Edmund George Rubin
6 Sulman Meer
 Sylvia Perlman
 Sue Wagner
9 Louis Steinberg
 Rose Maier
10 Sophie Jarosky
 Morris Binder
11 Mollie Blank
 Roslyn Kutner
12 Joseph Lerner
 Rose Lehrman
 William Opper
13 Max Goldberg
 Hillard Mann
14 Simon Alan Prell
 Herman Siegall
 David Freeman
15 Joseph Kaminetsky
16 Rose Roseman
 Louis Greenberg
 Leonard Zingler
 Louis Novick
 Eva Reinitz
 Morton Rubin

17 Morris Flum

18 Gertrude Smith

19 Thelma Fried
 Bruno Zoneraich
 William Becker

21 Arthur Janowitz
 Howard Goldstein
 Anne Horowitz

22 Alan Marx
 David A. Lipeles
 Dr. Joel B. Sykes

23 Esther Feingold
 Howard Skolnik

24 Max L. Braunstein
 Sadie Greenbaum

25 Louis Greenbaum

26 George Smith
 Morris Pflaum
 Lillian Alpren

28 Phyllis Wasserman
 Florence Sussman
 Marvin Finder
 Miriam Smolev

29 Harry Leeb, M.D.

30 Carl Lefkowitz
 Helen Salkind
 Lorin Konner-Sherman
 Morris Teitler
 Lois M. Metchnek

31 Bernard Glassman

JULY  YAHRZEiTS

FAMiLY OF: iN MEMORY OF:
Steve & Susan Sorkenn ............................. Diana Sorkenn
Lydia Zakim .................................................. Harry Silman
Richard Cantor ............................................. Rita Cantor
Sheila Chestnov .......................................... Rose Atterman
Carol Mamber .............................................. Morris Siegel
Audrey Brown .............................................. Evelyn Greenberg
June Stahl ...................................................... Helen Slater 

Gertrude Slater 
Ilbert Stahl

Laura Mufson ............................................... Marvin Mufson
Nancy Login Cole ....................................... Herbert Login
Richard Katz .................................................. Trudy Katz
Martin Diesenhof ........................................ Israel B. Diesenhof
Jayne & Allen Jacobson ............................ Jack M. Appel
Sandi & Larry Chanoch ............................. Esther Lunker Brill
Sharon Rubin ............................................... Leonard Goldman
David Rubin .................................................. Ann Rubin
Eileen Blake ................................................... Glenda Levine
The Kutner Family ...................................... David Shalofsig
The Zalkowitz Family ................................. Robert Knopf
David Mait ..................................................... Walter Freimark
Paul & Carole Schwartz ............................. Nathan Schwartz

In accordance with the Jewish tradition of 
giving Tzedakah as a tribute of reverence 
and love to the memory of our departed, the following 
donations have been made to the Temple Beth Rishon 
Yahrzeit Fund:

 July Yahrzeit 
Donations

When a Death in Your Family Occurs, Please Let us Know.
When a death in your immediate family occurs, the TBR Community would like to acknowledge your loss and support 
you in any and all ways possible. Please promptly notify Rabbi Emert at 201-819-5005 or Cantor Mamber at 201-914-
2693. In addition, to provide pertinent information that you would like to share, call the Temple Office at 201-891-
4466.  Even if the service is out of town, we would like to know so that we can offer our condolences.

TOWARD OUR EFFORTS TO BE A SUPPORTivE COMMUNiTY...

In the event that the Clergy may not have been informed, 
please contact the Temple Office at 201-891-4466 with the 
name of any congregant who is ill at home, facing surgery, 
or in the hospital.   We appreciate it!
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585 Russell Avenue, Wyckoff, NJ 07481
Tel: (201) 891-4466 • Fax: (201) 891-0508 
Education: (201) 891-6074
templeoffice@bethrishon.org • www.bethrishon.org

CHECK OUT THESE TWO LINKS
on our Temple website which help with our FUNDRAISING!

Each time you make a purchase from Amazon.com or buy a tree in Israel from the Jewish National Fund via our 
website, the temple receives a percentage towards our fundraising goals.  

YOU MUST ENTER THESE SiTES viA OUR SiTE in order for us to receive the benefit.   
You may use any of their vendors to make purchases as long as you do it via the Temple website.

Both links are located at the bottom of our HOME page.

We hope that you will take a moment to discover these links and to explore our 
Temple website at the same time at www.bethrishon.org .  

The entire membership, staff and clergy thank you for using this painless way to help 
our bottom line!

mailto:templeoffice@bethrishon.org
www.bethrishon.org
https://secure2.convio.net/jnf/site/Ecommerce?store_id=3181&s_affiliateCode=2248
http://www.amazon.com/b?%5Fencoding=UTF8&node=1000&tag=wwwbethrishon-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&creative=9325__Amazon%20Link_/a__img%20src=_http://www.assoc-amazon.com/e/ir?t=wwwbethrishon-20

